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I thought you might find the following amusing to read before we get down to the business of Steam in Beds. 
I hope to include more of the same with Smokebox over the next few months. 
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Steam in Beds

eed and Dunderport Light Railway 

In its rather circuitous perambulations of the Dunder Marshes, the impoverished S&D valiantly tried to avoid needing anything as lavish 
as a bridge.  Puddle Lane, a particularly wet place about 3 inches above sea level however, the Company was forced to adopt a novel plan in 
order to work this section of line.  Just beyond the small station the land is very unstable and not able to support the weight of locomotives. 
These are uncoupled and run onto a short spur while the train is broken down into single carriages or wagons to be manhandled along the 
100 yards or so of soft track which is often under water, according to the state of the tide. At high tide carriages are punted across the water 
by the ain guard and station porter who ride on the running boards or roof. In fact the water seldom reachetr

e doors but during spring tides passengers are issued with returnable Wellington boots before crossing. 
 
In the original picture Leading Porter Bilge is signalling the approaching train to stop with his red flag (Co. Rule Book p.298, Rule 3012 

para. 6) while the slotted semaphore signal being in the 'off position merely denotes that the track was still in situ when last inspected. The 
locomotives bei  ng unable to cross 'the puddle' means keeping separate motive power for North and South sections of the line. These are 
numbered IN, 2N, IS and 2S while the strange experimental light weight, semi-inf atable heli

g s mal failure! The name of the Puddle Lane station cat is Scuppers.  
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g Web Sites. I have a supply of SIB Flyers if you would like to take some to hand out at 
ents or to friends. 

g for the show at our November meeting, if you have a view about 
what we should be offering please let me know. 

             Cont. 

As you might imagine a great deal of my time is taken up with the preparations for Steam in Beds.  As far as 
advertising goes we have taken a ¼ page advert in SMT for November.  We also have an advert in the local 
magazine “Focus” for October and November, it’s delivered free to every home in Eaton Bray, Eddlesborough, Nor
and Dagnall, so we are getting good local coverage as well as national.  SIB is also listed on the diary pages of a 
number of Railway Modellin
other ev

 

I hope to finalise the details regarding the caterin



There is still a lot to be organized before the show; obviously this is our last chance to finalise.  There are a number 
of areas that need to be covered and everyone must play their part if we are to have a successful show. 

 

We have access to the Hall from 8.00am and the show will open at 10.00am, we need to have as many of you as 
possible here for 8.00 if we are going to be ready for 10.00.  If you have a problem with lifting and carrying heavy 
items don’t worry there will be plenty of other things for you to do.  I will be collecting members names at the club so 
please offer your help with the set-up, we will of course need help at the end of the show to clear the Hall by 6.00pm.  
We plan to have Bacon Rolls available from about 8.30, courtesy of Maggie Evans.  As far as running on Ridgmont is 
concerned we will be operating the usual Roster with 30 minute slots and it only seems fair that those members who 
make the effort and turn up to help will get first pick of the running slots. 

We will be holding our usual Raffle and hopefully the traders will be as generous with donating prizes as previous 
years, if you would like to contribute to the pool of prizes by donating something it would be appreciated and it goes 
without saying we will need volunteers to sell the Raffle Tickets so don’t be shy and   give it a go.    
 
Steam in Beds Action Plan   Access to Hall 8.00am to be cleared by 6.00pm 

Preparation for Show 

 Move Ridgmont from under stage, top priority 
 Start to build Ridgmont 
 Mark out Trader and Layout positions, according to Floor Plan 
 Greet Traders and visiting Layouts, confirm their site 
 Place tables and chairs, according to Floor Plan  
 Assist Traders and visiting Layouts to unload 
 Put up hall signage 
 Set Up kitchen and Prep. Foods 
 Set Up Ticket area at entrance to Hall 
 Set Up Eating Area with tables and chairs 
 Move surplus chairs and tables to under stage storage 
 Put out Steam in Beds signs at end of Church Lane 
 Traders, Visiting Layouts and Club Members to move vehicles to rear of car park 
 Check with Traders for Raffle Prizes 
 Tea/Coffee and Bacon Rolls for Traders, Layouts and Stewards 
 Preparation for Visitors Catering 
 Sandwiches to be Delivered 
 Car Park Control, Steward Roster 

Show Opens 10.00am 
 Have a great day playing trains 
 Stewards for Sale of Raffle Tickets 
 Relief for Ticket Sales 
 Raffle Draw 3.30pm       
Show Closes 4.30pm 

 Breakdown Ridgmont put to one side until Hall is clear 
 Assist Traders and Visiting Layouts to clear Hall 
 Return Ridgmont to under Stage Storage 
 Return all Tables and Chairs to storage area, sweep floors 
 Clear and Clean Kitchen Area 
 Hall to be cleared by 6.00pm 

The above should have covered the main points but no doubt you will let me know if I have missed anything. 
 
Chris Pretty 


